
Purpose: a message by Jeff Grant 

 

 Great Expectations 

 

“Because we don’t know what is really important to us, everything seems important.  Because everything seems 

important, we have to do everything.  Other people, unfortunately, see us doing everything, so they expect us to 

do everything.  Doing everything keeps us so busy, we don’t have time to think about what is really important 

to us.” ~Steven Covey “What Matters Most” 

 

I’ll bet every one of you came to college with a lot of expectations, and a lot of those expectations probably 

didn’t come from you but from other people. 

 

I’d like to tell you that goes away now that you’re here, but here the pull from home is joined by expectations of 

other students and professors.  Everyone wants a piece of you, and no one seems to recognize that you have 

other things in your life too (Ephesians 4:14).  I remember wishing that my professors would actually talk to 

each other to avoid dumping the hardest stuff on us at the same time, but I suspected they did talk to each other 

so they could do that very thing on purpose! 

 

Under that pile of expectations from what matters to everybody else, how do you spend your life on the right 

things?  For more on the tyranny of the urgent, click here. 

 

 What Does Matter Most?  

 

I was a good kid, always trying to juggle other people’s expectations of me to be a “nice Christian boy.”  I think 

I played that game because what mattered to me was what people would think of me (Proverbs 29:25).  I 

thought I was doing a pretty good job in life, but to be honest, I was completely miserable. 

 

Job vs Job: I don’t know why, but I gave up my dream job to work at a Christian summer camp.  It was the 

hardest work I’d ever done in my life, but I had never been happier in my life (1 Corinthians 15:58).  I went 

back for 6 years in a row, and each Summer, I came alive as if out of a dream.  I finally discovered why it was 

so fulfilling: 

 

1) The Bible says that God is the creator and owner of all life.  If you make something it’s yours.  And, it says 

that He made humans for a purpose, “to love the Lord with all your heart… love your neighbor as yourself 

(Luke 10:27)… and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19).” 

 

2) Non-Christian professors and authors will tell you that the point of life is to “be true to yourself” and follow 

your deepest heart’s desire.  The Bible, though, tells us that our desire is to overthrow God so that we can be 

the king of our own lives (Romans 1:21).  Each of us has done it, and I can tell you from many personal 

experiences that being the king of your own life leads to disaster.  In fact, the reason the world is so screwed 

up, and the reason people are separated from God and His love is because our hearts want to be king instead 

of Him.  That’s treason, one crime that every nation agrees warrants the death penalty (Romans 6:23). 

 

3) So, even though God made us, so He already owns us, we stole our hearts from Him and forced Him to buy 

us back.  The price was the life of His son, Jesus.  Jesus paid the penalty of our treason so that we could be 

right with God again (2 Corinthians 5:21).   

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4:14&version=NIV
http://grantministry.wikidot.com/local--files/messages/Tyranny%20of%20the%20Urgent%202.doc
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+29:25&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+15:58&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:27&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:19&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1:21&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6:23&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+5:21&version=31


 

4) We can do nothing to fix the world or ourselves except take the free offer that God gives us through Jesus 

(John 1:12).  This is our chance to turn back from our treason and let God be our God and the savior of our 

world.  Read more about this here.  If you have never made a clear decision to trust in Jesus and let Him be 

your king, you can pray right now with me… 

 

“Dear Father, I have tried to steal my life from you and be my own king, and I am sorry.  I don’t deserve a 

relationship with you, but you love me so much that you punished your own son, Jesus, for the evil in my 

heart.  Thank you!  I choose to trust in Jesus, and ask you to accept His sacrifice and forgive my sins.  I am 

yours twice, since you made me and bought me, and I ask you to be my king forever.” 

 

If you prayed that tonight, or whenever you do, please tell me or one of the leaders so we can welcome you 

as a brother or sister and help you better understand the choice you made. 

 

 Comparing Priorities 

 

When we accept Jesus, God’s Spirit comes to live right inside us (2 Corinthians 1:22) and brings us back to the 

purpose we were created for: to love Him and bring other people to Him (2 Corinthians 5:18).   

 

This is a rescue mission, and it is more than life-and-death.  The Bible says that everything else that seems 

important, even the good stuff, is poop (yes, the author used the Greek word for poop) compared to this mission 

(Philippians 3:8).  It says that all the bad or hard stuff that seems like such a big deal now is only temporary, 

but what God is using it for (to rescue souls and develop your character and relationship with Him and others) 

will last for eternity (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

 

If you could draw a line from one end of eternity to the other, how significant is your lifetime on Earth (James 

4:14)?  But, God wants to use your few years here to have a huge impact on eternity (John 6:27).  If that hasn’t 

started for you already, it can start right now.   

 

 Application Today 

 

In college, you have a chance to make an eternal difference in the lives of people who live and play with you, 

but who will also graduate to go and lead the world in amazing ways.  This group exists to help each of us 

complete the work God has for us not just in college but for the rest of our lives.  It is more than just a club, it is 

a fellowship of God’s warriors behind enemy lines.  In the weeks ahead, we’re going to learn how to lean on 

each other and live out this mission together. 

 

You are more than just a student, or roommate, etc.  You are God’s instrument of love and light chosen very 

carefully by Him to pierce the darkness wherever He plants you (1 Peter 2:9). 

 

That is the only mission you can organize your life around.  Be a good student and friend, etc.  But, do those 

things primarily as a means to reflect God’s love in this world!  When you think about each task in light of that, 

you can choose what gets done and what you drop, and everything you do (even laundry) can bring God glory 

(1 Corinthians 10:31). 

 

For more on applying mission to your life, click here.  For more of the gospel, or talk to someone, click here. 
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